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ADVERT 1SEMENT, 


HIS precious 1 piece was nene 
the Rev. Mr. Jaſeph Alleine, miniſter 
of the goſpel, ' at Taunton, in »Somerſetſhire, 
1666. The character of the author—the 
place and time when it was written—and the 
deſign and uſe of it—combine to perſuade 
vital Chriſtians to give it the utmoſt atten- 
tion, and the moſt cordial reception. 
The author, who died in the thirty-fifth 
year of his age, was one of the beſt and 
moſt amiable men that ever lived. In 
him you ſee an admirable union of ſtrong 
natural powers, rich acquired learning, and 
the moſt fervent piety, directed by ſanctified 
reaſon, and animated by living faith. 
The time when he wrote it, is a powerful 
recommendation; it was in the meridian 
glory of a moſt uſeful life, and the place 
where, was one of the beſt under heaven, viz. 
Dchefter jail, in which he wrote the firſt part, 
Tux Voice or Gop ix His PRowists. Never 
did any man go to jail for a more honourable 
reaſon than Mr. Joſeph Alleine : it was for 
preaching the goſpel in a moſt peaceable and 
glorious manner, and adorning that goſpel 
Y by an unſpotted and ſhining converſation. 
Above 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Above all, the deſign and uſefulneſs of 
this work gives it the higheſt worth. It re- 


preſents in a clear and ſtriking manner, the 
genuine frame of heart in a ſound believer; 
the beautiful vital actings of. the he of God 


in the foul of man.—Here you ſee how un- 
belief exerts all its venom, deceit and power 
to rob God of his deareſt glory, and the gra- 


cious ſoul of its ſweeteſt joys. Faith reſiſts 


in the ſtrength of Chrift, baffles its moſt art- 
ful objections, and triumphs over all oppo- 
fition, gives to God the glory of all his 
perfections, and fills the foul with ſtrong 


conſolation. For theſe reaſons I rejoice in the 


honour of reviving theſe pieces, when they 
were almoſt loſt and forgotten, and of pre- 
ſenting them to the people of God one hun- 
dred years ſince their firſt publication. 


NoankrhAurrox, 


JOHN RYLAND. 
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GOD's PROMISES, &. 


THE SOUL TAKETH HOLD ON GOD's COVENANT. 


E A, hath God ſaid, I will be a 
God: unto thee. Is it true indeed? 
Will the Lord be mine? Will he 
lay aſide the controverſy, and conclude a 
| peace ? Will he receive the rebel to mercy, 
| and open his doors to his prodigal ? I will 
ſurely go unto my father, I will take unto 
me words, and bow myſelf before his foot- n 
ſtool, and ſay, O Lord, I have heard thy 16. lvi. 4. 
words, and do here lay hold on thy cove- 
| nant. I accept the kindneſs of God, and 
'Y will adventure myſelf upon thy fidelity, and 
truſt my whole happineſs here and hereafter 
1 theſe thy promiſes. 


| B Farewel 


Mat. iv. 8, Vo 
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Farewel deceitful world, get thee under 


my feet. Too long have I feared thy vain 


threats, too long have I been deluded with 
thy flattering promiſes. Canſt thou promiſe 
me or deny me ſuch things as God hath 
covenanted to give me? I know thou canſt 
not, and therefore I renounce thee for ever, 
from being the object of my faith or fear. 
No longer will I lean to this rotten reed, no 
longer will I truſt to this broken idol. Avoid 
Satan with thy tempting baits. In vain doit 
thou dreſs the harlot in her paint and 
bravery 3 and tell me, All this will I give 
thee. Canſt thou ſhew me ſuch a crown, 
ſuch a kingdom. as God hath promiſed to 
ſettle upon me? Or that which will ballr 


ce 
the loſs of an infinite God, Who 2 


himſelf unto me? Atceay deceitſul luſts and 


pꝛleaſures, get you hence, I bave enbugb in 


Chriſt and his promiſes, to give .my ſau full 
content. Theſe have 1 lodged in my heart, 
and there is no longer room for ſuch gueſts 
as you: never ſhall you have quiet entertain- 


ment more within theſe doors. 


Thou God of truth! I here take thee at 
thy word ; thou requireſt but my acceptance 


and conſent, and here thou haſt it. Good is 
the word of the Lord which he hath ſpoken, 


and 


m GOD's PROxISES. j 


and as my Lord hath ſaid, fo will thy ſer- 
vant do. My ſoul catcheth hold of thy pro- 
miſes. Theſe have I taken as my heritage 
for ever. Let others carry the preferments 
and poſſeſſions of this world; it ſhall be 
enough for me to be an heir of thy pro- 
miſes. En 


SHE MAKETH HER BOAST IN cob. 


O happy ſoul! How rich art thou! What 
a booty have I gotten ! Ir is all my own. L 
have the promiſes of this life, and of that 
which is to come. Oh, what can I wiſh 
for more? How full a charter is here! Now 
my doubting ſoul may boldly and believing- 
ly ſay, withThomas, My Lord and my God ! 
What need we any further witneſs ? We 
have heard his words. He hath ſworn by his 
holineſs, that his decree may not be changed; 
and hath ſigned it with his own ſignet. 
. Rejoice, ye heavens ! Strike up, ye celeſ- 
tial choirs! Help, heaven and earth: ſing 
unto the Lord, O ye ſaints of his. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my foul. Oh, had I the tongue 
cr men and angels, all were too little for my 
ſingle turn. Had I as many tongues as hairs, 
the whole choir were not-ſufficient to utter 
wy creator's praiſe, 


B 2 ; My 


Cant. ii. 3. 
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My beloved is mine, and I am his. The 
grant is clear, and my claim is firm. © Who 


. durſt deny it, when God himſelf doth on 


it? Is it an hard adventure to ſpeak after 
Chriſt himſelf ? Why, this is the meſſage he 
hath ſent me, I aſcend to my father, and 
your father; my God, and your God. He 
hath put words into my mouth, and bid me 
to ſay, Our father. 

I believe, Lord help mine unbelief. O 
my God, and my father, I accept thee with 
all humble thankfulneſs, and am bold to 


take hold of thee. O my king, and my 


God, I ſubje# my ſoul, and all its powers to 


thee. O my glory, in thee will I boaſt all the 


day. O my rock, on thee will I build all my 


. 


confidence and my hopes. O aff of my liſe 


and ſtrength of my heart ; the life of my joys, 


and joy of my life; I will fit and ſing under 


thy ſhadow, and glory in thy holy name. 
O my ſoul, ariſe and take poſſeſſion. In- 


herit thy bleſſedneſs, and caſt up thy riches. 


Thine is the kingdom, thine is the glory, 
and thine is the victory. The whole trinity 
is thine. All the perſons in the Godhead, 
all the attributes in the Godhead are thine: 


And behold here is the evidence, and theſe | 


are the writings, by which all is made ſure to 
thee for ever. * 


SHF 


mt GOD's PROMISES. | 3 


SHE QUELLETH DISCONTENT, AND REASONETH | 
| DOWN UNBELIEF, | 


And now, return to thy reſt, O my ſoul, Pfl. . 7. 


for the Lord, hath dealt bountifully with 


thee. Say if thy lines be not fallen to thee p 21. 6. 


in a pleaſant place, and if this be not a good- 
ly heritage! O blaſphemous diſcontent ! 
How abſurd and unreaſonable evil art thou, 
whom all the fulneſs of the godhead cannot 
ſatisfy, becauſe thou art denied in a petty 
comfort, or croſſed in thy expectations from 
the world? O my unthankful ſoul! Shall 
not a trinity content thee ? Shall not an all- 
ſufficiency ſuffice thee? Silence, you mur- 
Muring thoughts for ever. I have enough, 
I abound, and am full. Infiniteneſs and 
eternity is mine, and what more can I aſk ? 


THE ASSAULTS OF UNBELIEF. 


I. IT QUESTIONS THE TRUTH OF THE PROMISE, 


But methinks I feel ſome ſecret damps upon 
my jor, and when I would ſoar aloft, and 
triumph in the riches of my portion, a ſecret 
diffidence plucks me back, as the ſtring doth 
the bird, and unbelief ' whiſpers in mine ear, 
Sure this is too good to be 1 

W 


—— — — . —EWUůẽ — — — 
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THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN THE CERTAINTY OF 
GOD's TROTH, | 


But who art thou that Aiſpureſt againſt 


God? The Lord hath ſpoken it, and ſhall 
not 1 believe him? Will he be angry, if 7 


R Y give my aſſent, and ſpeak it 8 _ 


che credit of bis word? 
O my Lord! Suffer me to ſpread the 
writing before thee. Haſt thou not ſaid, 


- Ifa.liv.g, Thy maker is thy huſband, I will betroth 


— "pd thee unto me? Thou ſhalt call me, My 
father? I pray thee, O Lord, was not this 
2 Cor. vi. 18. thy ſaying, I am God, even thy God? Iwill 
be a father unto you, and ye my ſons and 
daughters ? Why then ſhould I doubt? 18 
not the truth of the Eving God ſure footing + 

for my faith'? 
Silence then, O quarrelling unbelief. I 
Ifaiah xxxi. 3. know in whom IT have believed. Not in 
friends (though numerous and potent) for 
Prov. xxili.5. they are men, and not God. Not in riches, 
Plal, cxbvi. 3, 4. for they make themſelves wings. Not in 
princes, for their breath is in their noſtrils. 
But ler God be true, and every man a liar. 
by In God have T put my truſt, in his word da 
Mat. v. 12. Thope. Oiſure word! Heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs awayſWbut not one jot or tittle of 
IT TY | | this. 


m GOD's PROMISES. + | 7 
this I have hot built upon the ſanid of mor- Mat. vii, 25 
tality. Let the rain deſcend, and the floods 
come, and the winds blow, nevertheleſs the 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
foundation of God ſtandeth ſure. His , 
everlaſting council, and everlaſting covenant 
are my ſtay. I am h uilt upon bis promiſes, and 
let hell and earth EP 2 to jg this 
foundation. | x 
Now ſhall my faith mint ad my 8 
be glad, and my glory rejoice. I will ſhout 
with the exulting multitude. The Lord he King -M. 39. 
is the God, and be is aut aſhamed to be called, Heb. xi. 16, 
my God. He is not aſhamed of un rage, nor 
poverty of my parentage, nor pedigree'; and 3 
ſince his infinite condeſcenſion will own me, 
will he take it ill if I own him? Though 1 
have nothing of my own to glory in, (unleſs : Cor. 3. 29, 31. . 
I ſhould glory in my ſhame) yet I will glory 
in n the Lord, and bleſs myſelf in him. 
For who is like unto the God of Jeſhurun? Deut. xxxiii.26, 
Bring forth your Gods, O ye. nations. Lift 
up your eyes, and behold, who hath created 
all theſe things. Can any do for their favou- 
rites as the Lord. can? Or if he be angry, 
who is that God that ſhall deliver out of his 
hands? Will you ſet Dagon before the ark ? 
Or:iha}l mammon contend with the Holy 
One! O eee, where ig now 
1 | thine 


Jer. x. 16. 


Pfal. xc. 2, 
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thine idol-honour? O rich glutton ] that 


madeſt a God of pleaſure, where is now the 
God whom thou haſt ſerved? O ſenſual 
worldling, that knoweſt not where nor how 
to beſtow thy goods; do riches profit thee ? 


Could mammon ſave thee ? Deceived ſouls ! 


Go now to the Gods you have choſen. Alas 
they can never adminiſter a drop of water to 


cool your tongues. 


But the portion of Jacob is not like: them, 
From everlaſting to everlaſting he is God. 


His power is my confidence, his goodneſs 


is my maintenance, his truth is hi ſhield and 
* buckler. 


u. rr coxrouxps THE SOUL WITH AMAZING 


"GREATNESS AND DIFFICULTY OF THE THINGS. 


But my clamorous unbelief hath many 
wiles, and freſh aſſaults me with the difficulty 
of the things promiſed, and labours to non- 
plus and confound me with their amazing 


greatneſs. 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN cob $ OMNIPOTENCY 
” $555 ARD"VERACITY. 


ity ſhould 3 the a 
through unbelief, robbing at once my maſ- 


ter 


— _ : _ — — 
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ter of his glory, and my ſoul of her com- 
fort? 1t ig my great fin to doubt and diſpute, 
and yet ſhall be afraid to believe? O my 
ſoul ! It is the higheſt honour thou canſt 
put upon thy Lord, to believe againſt difficul- 
ties, and to look for, and reckon upon great 
things and wonderful, ſurpaſſing all created 
power and human faith. 

Let not the greatneſs, nor the ſtrangeneſs 
of the benefits bequeathed unto thee, put 
thee to a ſtand. It is with a God thou haſt 
to do, and therefore thou muſt not look for 
little things ; that were to darken the glory 
of his munificence, and the infiniteneſs of 
his power and goodneſs. Knowelt thou not, 
that it is his deſign to make his name glo- 
rious; and to make thee know he is able to 
do for thee above all thou canſt aſk or think ? 
Surely they cannot be any ſmall or ordinary 


things that ſhall be done for thee, when the 


Lord fhall ſhew in thee what a God can do, 
and ſhall carry thee in triumph before the world, 
and make proclamation before thee, thus 
Pall it be done to the man whom the Lord 
delighteth to honour. What wonder if thou 
canſt not comprehend theſe things? If they 
exceed all thy apprehenſions and concep; 
tions, this is a good argument for thy fait) 
for this is that which the Lord hath faid, 
| C that 


Aft xxvli. 25. 


* 7 
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that it hath not entered into the heart of man, 
to conceive what things he hath prepared for 
them that love him. Now if thou couldeft 
conceive and comprehend them, how ſhould 
his «word be made good? It is enough for thee 
that the Lord hath ſpoken it. Is not the 
word nigh thee? Hath not God ſaid, I will 
receive you? You ſhall be kings and prieſts 
unto God, and inherit all things; and ſhall 
ſit on thrones, and judge angels, and be ever 
with the Lord, and ſhall I dare to ſay him 
* nay? Unreaſonable unbelief ! What never ſa- 
tisfied ? Still contradicting and blaſpheming? 
| Falſe whiſperer! no more of thy tales. I 
believe God, that it ſhall be as he hath told 
me. wel 
And now thanks be to God, who always 
cauſeth me to triumph in Chriſt, therefore 
my lips ſhall praiſe thee, and my ſoul which 
thou haſt redeemed. For thou haſt made 
me glad through thy word, and I will triumph 
in the work of thy hands. I will praiſe the 
Lord whilſt J live, 1 will ſing praiſes to wy 
God, whillt I have any being. 
O my ſoul, if thou couldeſt wear out thy 
fingers upon the harp, and wear thy tongue 
to the roots, thou couldeſt yet never ſuffici- 
"my 1 thy redeemer. 


O mine 
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O mine enemies, Where is now your en 
gien and Where is your armour, wherein 
you truſted? I will /et Chriſt. alone againſt all 
your. multitudes, and all the powers and ma- 
lice, and policy, wherewith they are armed. 

The field is already won, and the captain of 

- our ſalvation returned, with the ſpoils of his 

enemies, having made a ſhew of them open- 

ly, triumphing over them in his croſs. And col. ii. 5. 

thanks be to God, who hath given us the 1 Cor. xv. 37. 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Ot whom then ſhould I be afraid? Be- 

hold he is near that juſtifieth me, who ſhall 

plead with me ? 

O ye powers of hell! you are but * 
captives, and we have a ſure word, that the Mat. xvi. 18. 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt us. 

Though the world be in arms againſt us, and 

the devil at the head of them gs their cham- 

pion ; yet, who is this uncircumciſed philiſ- db well; 6 
tine, that he ſhould defy the armies of the *” = 
living God? Behold, I come out to thee, as 

2 ſtripling againſt Goliah ; not with ſword, 
and with ſpear, but in the name of the Lord 

of hoſts, in whoſe ſtrength I am more than 

a conqueror, 


O grave ! where is now thy victory? Chriſt. 
is riſen, and hath broken up thy priſon, and 
nach rolled away the ſtone, fo that all thy 


t priſoners 
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Mie, vii. 3. priſoners have made an eſcape. Rejoice not 
© againſt me, O mine enemy; though I fall, 
I ſhall riſe again; though I lie in darkneſs, 
the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. Enlarge. 
not thy deſires, O Tophet, but ſhut up thy 
Rom. viii. 1. flaming mouth, for there is now no condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
John xvi. 33. O deceitful world ! thou art already over- 
x Cor. iii, 22. come, and the conquered enemy 1s become 
my ſervant; and I am fed with the honey 
taken out of the carcaſe of the ſlain lion. T 
fear not thy threats, nor the enchantments of 
xPeter i, 6, thy ſyren ſongs, being kept by the power 
x Ichn v. 4. Of God, through a victorious faith, unto 
ſalvation. 
O my fins ! you are already buried, never to 
Heb, viii, 12. have any reſurrection, and the remembrance 
of you ſhall be no more. I ſee my ſins nail - 
ed to the croſs, and their dominion 1s taken 1 
away, though their lives be prolonged yet for 5 
Pal, exviii, 1,2. à little ſeaſon. Awake, therefore, O my Y 
glory ; awake pſaltery and harp, and meet 
the deliverer with triumph; for his right 
hand, and his holy arm, have gotten us the 
victory, and all the ends of the carth have 
; ſeen the falvation of our God. 


Pr 
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ne, Tr UPBRAIDS THE $OUL vr rs OWN 
a | UNWORTHINESS, | - 


20 methinks my —_— files 6 in n 


face, and I hear my cavilling unbelief thus 


upbraiding me, and crying out, O proud 


preſumption! That thou that art conſcious = 


to thyſelf of thy great unworthineſs, ſhouldeſt 
pretend a claim to-God and glory ! Shall dar- 
ing duſt think to ſhare with the Almighty, 
and ſay of his endleſs perfections, they are 
my right ? Bold ſinner! ſtand off, mn. 
e eee ee e 


FAITH SUBSCRIBES THE CHARGE, AND TRIUMPHS 
IN GOD's FREE GRACE. | 


O my God! I 5 my hand upon my 
mouth. I confeſs the charge of mine un- 


worthineſs. My guilt and ſhame is fuch as 
I cannot cover, but thou canft, and doſt. 


Thou haſt caſt a mantle upon my nakedneſs, 


and haſt promiſed my tranſgreſſiops ſhall not 
be mentioned, and that thou wilt multiply 
pardons. And hall I take up wwhat thou haſt 
buried, and then affright myſelf with tht ghoſts 
that infidelity hath raiſed ? Is it preſumption 


to take the pardon-that thou doſt offer ? or 


w-, . 


— OS — 
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to receive and claim thee as mine, when it is 
but what thou haſt promiſed ? I durſt not 
have approached thee, but upon thy call; 
- nor have pretended a title, but upon thy 
| grant. I ſhould: have thought it diabolical 
pride, to have pleaded» an intereſt in thee, and 
claimed © kindred unto.thee, but that thou haſt 
ſhewed me the way. | 
And thou, my foul! Art thou ignorant of 
God's great deſign? Knoweſt thou not, that 
it is his purpoſe to glorify free grace? And 
how ſhould grace appear to be grace indeed, 
were there any ' worthineſs in the ſubject ? 
'Thine unworthineſs is but a foil, to ſer off 
the ny and riches of free grace and _— 


- 
9829 A EP Cot I» — 
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TV. IT QUESTIONS THE BELIEVERS TITLE TO GOD's 
GRACE, AND INTEREST IN THE PROMISES, 


5 But I cannot ſhake off this briar : alas, b | 1 
 _ what a cavilling ſophiſter is unbelief! And £ 
will never be anſwered ! Now is it ready to 
tell me, what if the promiſe ſhould be a ſure 
foundation; yet thou mayeſt not build upon 
| another - man's ground. What though the 
| | grace and mercies of God is infinite; yet 
1 dogs may not catch at the childrens bread. 
1 Thou haſt not right nor title to the promiſe, 
5 therefore ceaſe thy Pretended claim. | 
—  . 0 THE 


m GOD's PROMISE S. 15 


192 1 


HE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN THE CLEARNESS OF THE 
* BELIEVERS EVIDENCES, _ 


| But, O my ſoul ! Wherefore ſhouldeſt thou 
doubt? Whole image and ſuperſcription is 
this? Doſt thou not bear upon thee the 


marks of the Lord Jeſus ? I have given up 16. bi. is 


my name to him, and taken hold of his co- 
venanf, and therefore may claim an intereſt. 
I have accepted the matter, and cloſed 
with the mediator, and ſubſcribed to the pro- 
poſals of the covenant, and therefore can- 
not queſtion but it is mine. | 
The Lord hath promiſed to be my God, 

and I have took hold of his promiſes. I 
have taken him as God, and given him the 
ſupremacy. O my ſoul, look round about 


thee, in heaven, and in earth; is there . 


thou doſt eſteem or value in compariſon of 
God? Is there any thou doſt love like him, 
or take that content, or felicity in, that thou 
doſt in him? Are not thy chief deſires and 
deſigns to glorify and enjoy him? Thou canſt 
not deny but it is truly thus. I am ſure no- 
thing but God will content me. 1 am never ſo 
well in all the world, as in his company. My 
foul ſeeketh him above all, and reſts in him 


alons, am aer portion. He is re- 


ſolute 


Luke ziv. 26. 


Mat. xi. 29. 
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ſolute. to take me as one of his people, and 
I have reſigned myſelf accordingly to him 


as his, and have put both my inward and 


outward man. under his government, and 
given up all to his diſpoſal, and am reſolved 
to be content with him, as my all-ſufficient 
happineſs. 

Beſides, I have taken him in his own way 
through Chriſt, whom he hath tendered to 
me as my head and huſband, and I have ac- 
cordingly, ſolemnly, and deliberately taken 


him. O my ſoul, doſt thou not know thy 


often debates? Haſt thou not put Chriſt and 
all the world into the ballance? Haſt thou 
not caſt up the coſt, and reckoned upon the 
croſs, and willingly put thy neck under 
Chriſt's yoke, and ventured thy ſalvation 
upon Chriſt alone, and truſted him with all 
thy happineſs, and all thy hopes ? Haſt thou 
not over and over reſolved to take him with 
what comes, and that he ſhall be enough, 
though 1 in the loſs of all things ? Thou canſt 
not but know that theſe have been thy tran- 
ſactions between Chriſt and thee, and there- 
fore he is thine, and all the promiſes? 3 wy 
and amen to thee through him. | 
And for the terms of the cavern, 4 love 
and like them; my ſoul embraceth them; 
neither do I Aue 40 be ſaved in any other 
Way, 
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way, than by repentance towards God, and At cx. . 


faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſin- 


cere obedience to his goſpel. Rom, ii, 7. 


Tam willing to go out of my fleſh, and do look 
unto Jeſus for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
and truſt my ſalvation wholly in this bottom; 
I am content to deal upon truſt, and venture 
all in hopes of what is to come, and to tarry 
till the next world for my preferment. . I am 
willing to wait till the coming of our Lord. 
Jeſus Chriſt, and have laid up my happineſs. 
on the other ſide the grave 

And though my ſins be pea yet 1 ſhould. 
belic mine own knowledge, if I ſhould ſay 
they were not my conftant trouble and burthen, 
and the enemies againſt which I daily watch, 
and with whom my ſoul hath no peace. Mine 
own heart. knoweth that I hate them, and 
deſire and endeavour their utter deſtruction, 
and do reſolve againſt them all, and am 
willing to uſe all God's means, (that I know), 
to mortify them. Tis tootrue that I oftenfall,) 
and fail; yet my conſcience beareth me wits, 
neſs, that IJ confeſs and bewail it, and da, 
not ordinarily and deliberately allow myſelf in 
any un whatſoever againſt wy knowledge. And: 
though my obedience, be miſerably lame, yet 

O Lord thou knoweſt, that I have reſpect. 
unto all thy commandments, and do ſtrive 
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Mat. vi. 33. 


Pfal. cxvi. 16. 
Pfal. vi. 2. 
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to come up to what thou requireſt. The' 
Holy Ghoſt is witneſs, and my conſcience 
alſo, that I firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof, and that it is 
my chief care % pleaſe God, and keep from 
ſin. Speak, O my ſoul ! Is not holineſs thy 


deen? Doſt thou not thirſt for it, and follow 
after it? Doſt thou not, in thy ſettled choice, 


prefer the holy ways of God before all the 
pleaſures and delights of fin ? Thou knoweſt 


:t is thus, and therefore no more diſputing ; 


thou haſt ſincerely taken hold of God's co- 
venant, and e controverſy it muſt be 
thine. | 

O my God! I ſee thou haſt been at work 
with my ſoul. I find the prints, IT ſee the foot- 
ſteps. Surely this is the finger of God. I 
am thy ſervant, O Lord ! truly I am thy fer- 
vant, and my ſoul hath ſaid unto the Lord, 
Thou art my Lord. It muſt be fo. Wouldeft 


thou ever ſet thy mark upon another's goods? 


John iv, 19. 


Or ſhall God diſown his own workmanſhip ? 


My name is written in heaven. Thou haſt 
written thy name upon my heart, and therefore 
I cannot queſtion but thou haſt my name on 


thine heart. I have choſen thee, O Lord: as 


my happineſs and heritage, and therefore I 


am ſure thou haſt choſen me, for I could not 


have loved thee, except thou hadft loved me 
i rſt, 


—— N — 
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firſt. O my Lord! diſcern, I pray thee, 


whoſe are theſe, the ſignet, the bracelets, and 
the ſtaff! I know thou wilt acknowledge 
them. 

And now, bleſſed be God, and the father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who of his abun- 
dant mercy, hath begotten me again to A 
lively hope ! | 


- 
. 8 _- 4 


PAITH CLAIMS THE BENEFITS OF THE PROMISES, AND 
STIRS UP Log SOUL TO Jer AND THANKE ULNESS. 


And hw: my K Walt Believe and wait, look 
through the window, and cry through the 
lattice, and rejoice in the hope of the glory 


of God. The viſion is for an appointed Hab. ii. 34 
time, wait for it. It will come in the end, 
and will not tarry. Behold, the huſbandman James v. 7. 


walteth for the precious fruits of the earth. 
Be thou alſo patient, He hath long patience, 
and wilt thou not have a little patience ? He 
for the fruits of the. earth, but thou for the 
Joys of heaven, He upon meer probabilities, 
but thou upon infallible uncertainties. He 
for a crop of corn, but thou for a crown of 
glory. Were he but ſure, that every corn 
would bear a crown, how plentifully would hs 
ſew, bow joyfully would he wait ? Why ſuch 
is thy harveſt, As ſure as the ſummer delights 
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Rev. xxii. 12. 


Heb. xii, 22, 23, given me in hand. 
74. 


26 Tux BELIEVER's TRIUMPH 
do follow the winter ſeverities ; as ſure as the 


withed-for harveſt doth follow the toilſome 
and coſtly ſeeds-time, ſo fure ſhall thy Lord 
return, and bring thy reward with him. 
Therefore, my ſoul, love and long for the 
approaching Jubilee, and wait all the days of 
my appointed time, until my change ſhall 
come. 

O bleſſed ſtate that my . hath mant 
lated me into! O happy change that he hath 
made! I was a ftranger, and hs took me in, 
and made me an heir; and preferred me 
from the dunghil to the throne, and from a 
hewer of wood, and drawer of water, to at- 


tend his court, and know his counſels, and 
do his pleaſure. Happy am I that ever I was 


born to partake of this endleſs dignity. 

O my Lord, it is no little thing thou haſt 
I am already come to 
mount Zion, and the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, to the general af- 
ſembly and church of the firft-born, and to 


God the judge of all, and unto the ſpirits 


of juſt men made perfect, and unto Jeſus the 
mediator of the new covenant, and unto the 
blood of ſprinkling. My heart reviveth, as 
Jacob's, when I behold the tokens which thou 
haſt ſent me, the ſpirit of adoption, the 
nn 
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OE of my ſins. - My patent for 3 Luke v. 


the chain of thy graces, the ſon of thy bo- 
ſom, and the new teſtament in his blood, 
and the letters of his love. My Lord hath ſaid, 
that he will love me, and manifeſt himſelf un- 
to me, and that the father will love me, and 
both will come unto me, and make their 
abode in me. But is it true indeed? Will 
the Lord dwell on earth? Or, if he will, 
ſhall ſo foul a ſtable, ſo unclean a ſtye, as my 
heart hath been, ſhall this be the place that 
the Lord of life will take up his lodging, 
and keep his court in? Will he indeed come 
with all his train of graces, and live and 
walk in me? How can theſe things be? But 
he hath faid i, zu and I will believe 
it. 

vet all this is but the cn, of what is to 


dome. O how great is thy goodneſs, laid Pl a 1g 


up for them that fear thee? Yet a little while, 
and my warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, and 
the heavens muſt receive me, until the time 
of the reſtitution of all things. It is but 
for a ſhort term that I ſhall dwell in this 


dirty fleſh, in this earthly tabernacle. My 2 Peter f. 14, 
lord hath ſhewed me, that where he is, there Jcha xii. 26. 


ſnall his ſervant be. Now the living is tied 
to the dead; and my ſoul is a ſtage of ſtrife, 
and a field of war, But it is but a little 

moment, 


Rev. xxi. 27. 


Luke xvi, 22. 


Cev, xv, 16. 


* 


John xvi, 27, 


Luke xy. 
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1 Cor, l. 10, on and- that which is perfect ſhall 


Perfect holineſs, and perfect peace; 
Pn ſerenity, and a ſerene eternity. 
O myſtris! Jam going where you cannot come; 
where no unclean thing ſhall enter, nor any 
thing that defileth. Methinks I ſee all my 
afflictions and temptations, all my infirmities 
and corruptions falling off me, as s Elyal 8 


mantle at his tranſlation. 


O my foul ! doſt thou not ſee the clinics 
of fire, and the horſes of fire, come to take 
thee up ? Be thou as poor as Lazarus, yet 
God will not diſdain to ſend a party of angels 
to conduct thee home. How canſt thou 
doubt of ready reception, who haſt: ſuch a 
friend in court, who will lead thee with bold- 
neſs into his father's preſence ? If there was 
joy in Pharaoh's court, when it was ſaid, 
Joſeph's brethren are come, furely it will 
be welcome riews in heaven, when it is told, 
the brethren of Jeſus are come. Len 

My ſoul, fear not to enter, though the 
Lord be cloathed with terror and majeſty : 


for thy redeemer will procure” thee favour, 


and plead thy right. I am ſure of welcome, 
for the father himſelf loveth me. 7 have 
taſted and tried his love; and when I had 
played the wicked prodigal, yet he deſpiſed 
not my rags, but fell on my neck, and kiſſed 

me, 
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me, and heaven itſelf made merry over me. 
Much more will he receive me gladly, and 
let out his loves upon me, when preſented to 
him by his ſon, in his perfect likeneſs, as a * 450Y 
fit object for his everlaſting delight. Fear not, 
O my foul! as if thou wert going toa ſtrange 
place. Why heaven is thy country, and thy 
home ; wilt thou doubt of leave, or fear of 
welcome, when it is thine own home? Why, 
my ſoul, thou waſt born from aboye, and 
here is thy kindred, and thy father's houſe, 
and therefore thou ſhalt ſurely be admitted, 
And then ſhall I ſee the glorious preparations 
of eternal love, and the bliſsful manſions of 
the heavenly inhabitants. 
Doubtleſs it ſhall be thus. Theſe are not 
ſick mens dreams, or childrens hopes. The 
living God cannot deceive me: and may not 
I certainly promiſe myſelf, what the Lord 
hath promiſed me ? I will ſooner think that 
all my ſenſes are deluded, and what I fee, | 
and feel, and taſte, is but a fancy, than ? 
think that the living God will deceive me, or 
that his unchangeable covenant. will fail. 
Now ] am a ſon of God, but it doth not yet 
appear what I ſhall be: but this I know; T IIchn iii, 2, 
ſhall be like him, and ſee him as he is. 
I know it ſhall be thus. Why, hi ſe- 
I ſhould I aſk of God ? He hath given 
me 


F ata. 


Dan. xii. 13. 
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me all the aſſurance in the word. And though 


the word of God be enough, yet he willing 
to ſhew more abundantly to the heirs of pro- 
miſe, the immurability of his council, con- 
firmed it by an oath: that by two immutable 
things, in which it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, I might have ſtrong conſolation. O 
unreaſonable unbelief! What, ſhall not the 


| oath of 'a God put an end to thy ſtrife ? 


O my God! I am ſatisfied: it is enough. 


Now 1 may be bold without preſumption, 


and boaſt without pride: and will no more 
call my duty arrogance, nor my faith a fancy. 
O my foul! There is but a ſhort life be- 


twixt thee and glory, where holy angels, and 


glorified ſaints, ſhall be mine aſſociates, and 
love and praiſe mine only employment. 


Methinks I hear already how the morning 
ſtars ſing together, and all the ſons of God 
* ſhout for joy. O that I could come in for 
one! But it was ſaid unto me, I ſhould reſt 


yet for a little ſeaſon, but I ſhall ſtand in the 
lot at the end of the days. 

It is well, Lord | thy word is enough. Thy 
bond is as good as raady payment, The Holy 


-. Ghoſt tells me, that life and glory abide me; 


that look what day I looſe from the body, 
the ſame day I ſhall be landed in paradiſe. 


Amen. It is as I would have it. 
| | But 
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But this is not all. When my body hath 
flept a ſhort nap in the duſt, Chriſt will call 
to it, come up hither. , Ah! true yoke- 

fellow, it will be hard parting, but welcome 
meeting. I could not leave thee, but to 
live with Chriſt. But he will raiſe thee a 
glorious temple ; and when he ſhall appear, 


will bring me with himſelf in glory; and Col, in. 4. 


then I ſhall re-enter thee as a royal manſion, 
wherein I ſhall abide with the Lord for ever. 
For as we have fervedour redeemer together, 
ſo we muſt be glorified together with him. 
And when the Lord hath married us both to- 
gether again, then will he marry us both unto 
himſelf. For I know that my redeemer liv- 
eth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the laſt day 
over the earth. And though after my ſkin, 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
ſhall I ſee God. Whom I ſhall ſee for my- 
ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not 
another, though my reins be conſumed with- 
in me. My lord hath already told me how 
it ſhall be. He hath ſet down the time, and 
ſhewed me the robes of immortality, and 
the crown of life, that I muſt put on; and 
the throne of glory, and the ſeat of judg- 
ment, that I muſt fit in. . He hath told me 
the manner, in which I ſhall be preſented to 
him, and eſpouſed by him. He hath told 
| Bl me 
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me where he will ſet me, and what he will 
ſay to me, and how he will acknowledge my 


Mat, xxv.35,37- mean fervices, and remember what I have 


* 


Mat. vi. 4. 


1 John v. 10. 


| john Vi. 39. 


forgotten. How he will praiſe the works, 
that 1 have been aſhamed of, and reward me 
openly, for what I have buried in ſecrecy ;, and 
not forget the pooreſt alms that I have given 
for his name. Then will he confeſs me be. 
fore his father, and before the angels of God. 
Thus faith the true and faithful witneſs, and 
ve know that his teſtimony 1s true. 

Ah, my foul! ſee * then make not 
God a liar, | 

O my God! I have believed thy report, 
ail do look for all theſe things, according 
to thy promiſe. I know thou intendeſt me 
but for a very little while in this lower region. 
This world is but the houſe of my pilgri- 
mage, and my ſoul now is but like a bird in 
the ſhell : but when the ſhell is cracked, then 
ſhall ſhe rake wings like a dove, and foar 
aloft to thee, and flee away, and be at reſt. 

Yet I doubt not thy care for my deſpica- 
ble duſt. - I know that nothing will be loſt; 
I know not Where they cpill lay me: but thy 


' *wakeful eye obſerveth, and will not be to ſeek at 


<what door to knotk, nor at what grave to call 
for me. I believe, and am ſure that I hall come 
a glorious piece out of thy hands, fair as the 


4 
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moon, clean as the ſun, crowned mich a 
nour and glory. And; when my abſolution 
is read, and ſentence paſſed upon the warld, 
then muſt I be taken up to dwell with thee. 

Let not my Lord be angry, that thy duſt 
and aſhes ſpeaketh thus unto thee. Thou, 
Lord, haſt raiſed my expectations, and haſt 
made me to look for all theſe great things from 
thee, In vain haſt thou written all thele 
things unto me, if 1 ſhould not believe them 
and a diſtruſtful diffidence would put a high 
diſhonour upon thy truth. 

O Lord, it repenteth me of my jealouſies, 
and my doubtful thoughts about thee. I 
know thou loveſt an humble confidence, and 
delighteſt in nothing more than to ſee thy 
children truſt thee.; 1 know the building of 
my hopes lies not an hair's breadth over the 
foundation of thy promiſes, yea, it is ſure, my 
expettations are infinitely ſhort of what I ſhall 
find. 

O my God, my heart trufteth ſaſely in thee, 


and J here ſet to my ſeal, that thou art true, John iii. 33. 


Chriſt is my bottom in which I venture, and 


the corner ſtone on which I build ; and theres Eph. ii. 20, 


fore my freight is inſured, and my building 
ſhall challenge the winds and floods. 


And now, O Lord! what wait I for? my Pſal, xxxix. 7, 


hope is in thee, O my bleſſedneſs ! let me 
E 2 enjoy | 
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enjoy thee. O my life! let me poſſeſs thee. 
O deſre of mine eyes ! let me fee thy face and 
hear thy voice ; for thy voice is ſweet, and 
thy countenance is comely. TI a/# but what 
| thou haſt promiſed ; for thou haſt told me, 
Mat. v. 8. that I ſhall fee God, and thou wilt ſpeak to 
me mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark ſpeeches, and the ſimilitude of 
| God ſhall I behold. 
acer al. 9, 1e. So ſhall my knowledge be peifected, and 
I ſhall fee the inacceſſible light, and my ten- 
der eye ſnall not water, nor my ſight dazzle; 
but I ſhall with open face look ſtedfaſtly on 
the ſon of righteouſneſs, and behold his glory. 


| 
| ll 228 | hope into poſſeſſion, and love ſhall ariſe like 


ö 
| wax not wan more. 
1 O thou God of my hopes! [ook wr 
0 ä new body, and a new foul; for new heavens, 
| and for a new earth, according to thy pro- 
miſe; when my whole foul ſhall be te- 
talen up with thee, and all my affections 


= of my raiſed powers ſet in moſt vigorous and 
i | perpetual motion towards thee, till letting in, 
1 | 5 and ſtill laying out; and thus ſhall there be an 
With everlaſting communication of joy and glory 
from thee, and of love and praiſe from me. 

| O my 


Then ſhall faith be turned into fruition, and 


Fi! | the full moon in her brightneſs, and never 
| 
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O my ſoul! thou art rich indeed, and enertaſ- 
ed in goods. Thou haſt no reaſon to envy 
the glory nor grandeur of the mightieſt on 
earth : for their glory-ſhall not deſcend after 
them ; like ſheep ſhall they be laid in their 
graves, and Death ſhall feed upon them, and 
there is an eternal end of all their pomp and 
excellency. But my kingdom is an everlaſt- 
ing kingdom. My robes ſhall never wear 
out; my crown ſhall never totter; my throne 
ſhall never be vacant ; my bread ſhall never 
mould; my garland ſhall never wither ; my 
houſe - ſhall never moulder; my wine ſhall 
never grow ſour ; 'but- everlaſting joy ſhall 
be upon my head, and ſorrow and ſighing 
ſhall fly away. 

O my God! how happy hoſt thou made me! 
161 15 better than I could have wiſbed. Thou 
haſt done all things well. Thou haſt ſettled 
them for ever. The whole earth cannot ſnow 
any ſuch heritage or tenure. The world can 
ſtate out her poſſeſſions but for years, nor 
can ſhe make 4 good title for that neither. 
But my inheritance is for ever, and none can 
put me out of poſſeſſion. The thing is eſta- 

bliſhed in heaven, and'in the volume of the 

| book. it is written of me. My evidence can- 
not be loſt ; it is recorded in the court above, 
and enrolled in the ſaered leaves of the word, 
| and 
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and entered ah the Neal of my confelencs, and 
berein I do and will rejoice. 49 
Now, my foul ! wipe up end 
go away with Hannah, and be no more fad. 
What though mine houſe be not ſo with God, 
ſo happy, ſo proſperous as I could with ? 


What though they be encreaſed that trouble 


me, and my temptations and afflictions be 


like the rolling billows, riding en one ano- 


ther's backs for haſte ? Yet ſhall my foul be 
as a rock unmoved, and ſit down ſatisfied in 
the ſecurity and amplitude of my portion. 
For God hath made with me an everlaſting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure; and 
herein is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire. 
And now what remainetb, O Lord, but 
that I ſhould /pend the remainder of my days in 
loving, praifing, and admiring thee ? But 
wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, or 
bow myſelf to the moſt high God ? What 
ſhall I give thee, to expreſs my thankfulneſs, 
though not to requite thy bounty? Alas, my 
poor little foul ! Alas, that thou art ſo little 
How narrow are thy capacities! How diſpro- 
portionate are thy powers ! Alas, that my 
voice can reach to no higher a note! O that I 
had the heart of an archangel, to love God 
And the tongue or a flaming ſeraph to praiſe 
him! But ſhall [do nothing becauſe [cannot do all? 
Luln Lord! 
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Lord! J reſign to thee. Wich the poor 
Widow, 1 cf. 10 ts mites (my ſoul and 
body) into thy treafury. Al my powers 
ſtall love and ſerve thee. All my members 
ſhall be weapons of righteduſttes for thee. 
Here is my good will. Behold, my ſubſtance is 
thy: ſtoek, mine intereſt is for thy ſervice. I 
lay all at thy feet: there thou haſt them, 
they are thine. My children F enter as thy 
ſervants. My poſſeflions J reſign as thy 
fight. 1 will call nothing mine bur thee. . 
All mine are thine; I can ſay, my Lord, 
arid my God, and that is enough ; I thank- 
folly quit my claim to all things elſe, I will 
2 more ſay, my houſe is mine, or my eſtate 
J myſelf am not my own : yet it is 

— Be better for me to be thine, than if 1 
were mine own. This is my happineſs, that 
I can ſay. My own God, my own father. And 
O what a bleſſed exchange haſt thou made 
with me! to give me thyſelf, who art an infi- 
nite fum, for myſelf, who am bur an ww 
he e 

And now Lord, do thou acc ind own 
my claim. I am not worthy PEN 
thine, much leſs of thee. But leeing I have 
a deed to ſhew, I bring thy word in my hand, 


and am bold to take poſſeſſion, Doſt thou 
not tu this hand ? | 


Wit 


32 TE BELIEVER's TRIUMPH 
Wilt thou not own this name ? - Wilt thou not 


confirm thine own grant ? It were infidelity 


to doubt it. I will not diſparage the faithful- 
neſs of my Lord, nor be afraid to aver, and 
ſtand to what he hath ſaid and ſworn. Haſt 


thou ſaid, thou art my God, and ſhall I tear 


thou art mine enemy? Haſt thou told me, 
thou art my father, and ſhall I ſtand aloof, 
as if I were a ſtranger ? I will believe. Lord, 

filence my fears; and as thou haſt given me 
the claim and title of a child, ſo give me the 
confidence of a child. Let my heart be daily 
keys, alive by the promiſes; and wich this ſtaff 
let me paſs over Jordan. May theſe be my 
undivided companions and comforters: when 
I go, let them lead me; when I ſleep, let them 
keep me; when I awake, let them talk with 
me. And do thou keep theſe things for ever, 
upon the imaginations of the thoughts of the 
hearts of thy people, and prepare their 
| hearts unto thee. And let the heart of thy 


| ſervant be. the ark of thy teſtament, wherein 
the ſacred records of what hath paſſed between 


thee and my ſoul, may for ever be e 
Amen and Amen. 


. — Pr” W 


"4, % 


| HE '$0UL TAKETH 
HOLD ON Gop's co- 
 VEXANT, 0 


— 


—Renonneeth the world as 
her portion, — 2 
— She maketh her boaſt in 

God, 1 
—S$he quelleth diſcontent; 
and reaſoneth down unbe- 
lief, G 


Tar ASSAULTS or UNBE- 
| LIEF, 


I. It queſtions the truth of 
the promiſes, — 5 


THE TRIUMPH or FAITH 
IN THE CERTAINTY OF 
God's TRUTH, 


—— o 


II. It confounds the foul with 
amazing greatneſs and 

_ difficulty of the things 
promiſed, — — 

THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH 
in Gop's OMNIPOTENCE 


AND VERACITY,,. 


' —The powers of hell are 
chained captives, — 11 
— The grave has loft its 
victory, —ibid. 
—'The deceitful world al- 
ready overcome, — 12 
—Our ſins buried in Chrift's 


grave, —ibid. 
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WM. Unbelief upbraids the 
ſoul with its own unwor- 

thineſs and guilt in the 
| fight of God, page 13 


FAiTH SUBSCRIBES THE 


CHARGE, AND TRI1- 
UMPHS IN Gop's FREE 
GRACE, p 

IV. Unbelief the 

believer's title to God's 

grace, and intereſt in the 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH 
IN THE CLEARNES$SS OF 

Tus BRLIEVER'S EVE 
DENCES, 


Evidence I. A cloſure with 


Evid. II. Taking God av 


our own, . — ibid, 
Nothing but God will 


content us, — ibid. 


\ Evid. III. Approving the 


covenant of grace, — 16 
Evid. IV. Going out of our 
fleſu to Chriſt for righte- 
ouſneſs and ftrength,—17 
Evid. V. Hating fin, and 
deſiring its utter deſtruc- 
tion, — ibid, 
Evid. VI. Traces and marks 
of God's work in the foul 
the footſteps of God in 
the heart, — 18 
Falru 
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FarTH CLAIMS THE pexs-" Chriſt will be at no leſs to 


FIT OF THE PROMISES, *-- find out our duſt, — ibid. 


AND STIRS UP THE SOUL 
TO THANKFULNESS AND 


jox in Goh, page 19 


— She rejoices in her bleſſed 
ſtate, and happy change, 


And conſiders all RP 
bleſſings as the earneſt of 
what is to come, — 21 

—Glories in the proſpe& of 
eternity, ' — — 22 

w=-Contemns its ſins with a 

y inſult, — ibid. 
ks to Chriſt with tri- 

- umph, — — ibid. 

. in the "oath of 
God, — — 24 

* pleaſed with the inter- 
val of a very ſhort life, 
betwixt us LA glory, ib. 

2 3 the g ori- 


ous ref on of the 
| body, — 25 
-The rewards of grace 
; -with gory. — 26 


— The ſoul pants after God, 
28 
—Rezoices in the pr of 
- attaining perfect know- 
ledge in heaven, — ibid. 
And in the hope of ever- 
> communion 4 
— — di 
3 itſelf on its 
abundant riches, 
And its happineſs in God, 


—Pours contempt on 17 
Inſufficiency and vanity of 
worldly riches, — ibid. 
—Reſolves to employ all its 
remaining time in loving, 
ln and he 


30 
—Reſigns ſoul 1 and body to 
God, and makes itſelf 
wholly over to him, — 31 
— Pleads with God as her 
own, and defires to be 
kept alive by the voice of 
God in his Pan 2 
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Page 19. I. 22. for uncertainties, read certainties. 


Page 26. I. 20. for wheh, read when. 


Page 27. I. 22. for /aſeh, read /afeh. 
Page 28. I. 18. for not wwan, read nor wane. 
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Lately re-printed, 
[Price One Shilling. ] Ho 


HE VOICE OF GOD IN HIS | 
4 PROMISES; or, Strong Conſolation : 
| | | = for True Chriſtians, being the Subſtance 

| and Spirt-of 3 che Coventmt of Grace, | 
Written by the above Author. 
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N. B. The Profs ſhall 8 be ch pie e to ÞÞs 
Uſe of modeſt and er . in N ce 
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Storth aoill be Maris, 


HE VOICE OF. GOD: IN HIS. 
THREATNINGs; or the infinite 
Terrors of DIVINE JUSTICE, againſt 
all Ranks and Orders of wilful and impeni- 
tent Sinnfjs. Collected and methodized ; 
under proper Heads. By Joun 8 
& NonTHaur ron. | ok 
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